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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application is a national stage entry (371) of PCT/JP04/16556, filed November 8, 
2004. 

2. Claims 1-3 are currently pending. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

4. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published imder section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakajima (US 
2002/0044509). 

In regard to claim 1 , Nakajima discloses a recording/reproduction apparatus (Figure 4) 
for recording/reproducing data onto/from an information recording medium (note the disc in 
Figiire 4), comprising: a section for reading first data from a first predetermined position in a 
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data recording area of the information recording medium (S53: "2E400 address"); a section for 
determining whether or not the first data matches first type information indicating a type of a 
first predetermined file system (S54: "DVD-RW"; paragraph 0032: "RW physical format"); a 
section for executing a recording process or a reproduction process using the first predetermined 
file system when it is determined that the first data matches the first type information (S60: "file 
system read"); a section for reading second data from a second predetermined position of the 
data recording area when it is determined that the first data does not match the first type 
information (S52: "2F200 address"); a section for determining whether or not the second data 
matches second type information indicating a type of a second predetermined file system which 
is different from that of the first predetermined file system (S59: "DVD R"); and a section for 
executing a recording process or a reproduction process using the second predetermined file 
system when it is determined that the second data matches the second type information (S60: 
"file system read"). 

Claims 2 & 3 have similar limitations as claim 1; thus, they are rejected on the same 
grounds. 

7. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sako et al. 
(WOOl/80239, published October 25, 2001) (please refer to equivalent U.S. Patent 7,027,366). 

In regard to claim 1, Sako et al. disclose a recording/reproduction apparatus (Figure 3) for 
recording/reproducing data onto/ft-om an information recording medium (29), comprising: a 
section for reading first data (Figure 6, step S28: "recording format?") from a first predetermined 
position (S29: "consecutive format recording area") in a data recording area of the information 
recording medium; a section for determining whether or not the first data matches first type 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,304 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2627 

information (S29: "consecutive format") indicating a type of a first predetermined file system 
(when the answer to S28 is "consecutive"); a section for executing a recording process or a 
reproduction process using the first predetermined file system when it is determined that the first 
data matches the first type information (S29: "record to consecutive format recording area"); a 
section for reading second data (Figure 6, step S28: "recording format?") from a second 
predetermined position (S32: "file format recording area") of the data recording area when it is 
determined that the first data does not match the first type information (when the answer to S28 
is "file"); a section for determining whether or not the second data matches second type 
information (S32: "file format") indicating a type of a second predetermined file system (when 
the answer to S28 is "file") which is different from that of the first predetermined file system; 
and a section for executing a recording process or a reproduction process using the second 
predetermined file system when it is determined that the second data matches the second type 
information (S32: "record to file format recording area"). 

Claims 2 & 3 have similar limitations as claim 1; thus, they are rejected on the same 
grounds. 

8. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Weng (US 
6,778,479). 

In regard to claim 1, Weng discloses a recording/reproduction apparatus (Figure 3) for 
recording/reproducing data onto/from an information recording medium ("disk"), comprising: a 
section for reading first data (abstract, line 4: "first data set") from a first predetermined position 
(abstract, line 3: "first area") in a data recording area of the information recording medium; a 
section for determining whether or not the first data matches first type information indicating a 
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type of a first predetermined file system (abstract, line 6: "first data format"); a section (Figure 3: 
"read/write head") for executing a recording process or a reproduction process using the first 
predetermined file system when it is determined that the first data matches the first type 
information; a section for reading second data (abstract, line 9: "second data set") fi-om a second 
predetermined position (abstract, line 9: "second area") of the data recording area when it is 
determined that the first data does not match the first type information (abstract, lines 10-11: "if 
the first data set does not conform to the first data format"); a section for determining whether or 
not the second data matches second type information indicating a type of a second predetermined 
file system (abstract, lines 10-11: "if the first data set does not conform to the first data format") 
which is different from that of the first predetermined file system; and a section (Figure 3: 
"read/write head") for executing a recording process or a reproduction process using the second 
predetermined file system when it is determined that the second data matches the second type 
information. 

Claims 2 & 3 have similar limitations as claim 1; thus, they are rejected on the same 
grounds. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Nakamura et al. (US 4,893,193) disclose a disc having a first recording region for storing 
a first type of data signal, and a second recording region succeeding said first recording region 
for storing a second type of data signal. 
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Muramatsu et al. (US 5,592,463) disclose means for recording audio information 
according to format of Compact Disc in a first recording area and recording audio and video 
information according to recording format of Laser Disc in a second area. 

Tol et al. (US 7,065,021) disclose an invention for allowing compatibility between 
different file systems (JAFS, UDF) by storing data structures in a first administrative area as 
belonging to the first file system (JAFS) and a second administrative area belonging to the 
second file system (UDF). 

Ohmori (US 5,687,397) discloses a recording medium having a user recordable area in 
which two types of information may be recorded, such as audio data and user data, and a control 
area having a first area for management information regarding the first type of information and a 
second area for management information regarding the second type of information. 

Sako et al. (US 2003/0147323) disclose an optical disc playback method is provided 
which includes steps of reading identification data recorded in an optical disc loaded in an 
optical disc player and starting reading data from a second recording area of the optical disc 
loaded in the optical disc player when it is determined that the loaded optical disc is a one having 
at least a first recording area and second recording area. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Agustin whose telephone number is (571) 272-7567. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30 AM-6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Peter Vincent Agustin/ 
Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



